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Morning Se*>stoii.

k t hi- tlc-lesraft s and visitors be-]
it tin' Sfcowl Bipist ehurcb,

.. was soon tilled witbdeeply-|
.j, pint.* in a mo>t delightful
.. |,. j ti\ i ; , v . George A. Hall,!

. .. . in these meetings brief
vt-rse ot s-mi'-stirriug byiun

. ~irt passages ot Scripture, and
i:\irk-. .-ise variety, *pice, and

... ,\.-rci-'*. A nil ruber ol" very
:-i|. «. were m id-, the songs

Vf -|»irit ii »l. and the pra\era very1
.. . 1 the general ifl'ect seemed very

""j", p.t-intf was closed with a u Biblc-
, 1:, v. Mr. N fedbam. II* read

c: tons from the Scriptures,
. iietn wth pithy com meuts,

h lit ot w iiich was, 44 1 cm do
u^b (hi:-'. which strengthen-

\V» :iit u t'uily .u-ak wben we

'V- hut all-powerful when we

ctire strength in cur Almighty
lie closed w it b an earnest and
i ^ration <>1 the importance of

.in ii with Christ, re^tiog in
v ns; on Hi- word, that we may

:u tli'- bh-st-ed work s-trom: in
,j jtf pared >o to live aud walk

* r t It* y ma\ "take knowltdge
t; ¦< h ive t»een with »lt»»uj».f?
;,i i," .. Pifkhnl Haiti it- cailtd tbe

. fi! '. i tttjoti u> «»rdtr. I [<v. 1 >r. Herbert, of
u, .. .'!iug tbe devotioual exer-

i 1 % , : : 1 1 joined in siocim: "Tbe
!..«.! i.ii it liL'bt is breaking," and tbesecre"
:.... ? i,. n n*«d tli- iniuutes ot yesterday:
\.' h were approved.

1 . ( irdr Hinionncetl the appointment ot
: j- :.»pi»win:: e.iiniml't » :

.i ii'tun*.... A. K'*an. Chi-.ttirft; E.
lnj'. i >oil» >vr;««u*ej II iwurd E. son If,

!. 3f<-. ; \V. J*. Cromt -e, Uutario: 1'.
\ iii'.'ii uati; .^1. Toivle, Hileiijh;

I> Ti den, ' i»lebt>lel, ( oun.
. H. 1'. L!'>> d, Cincinnati : J.

.. I-, .fir, n ^liitijr'on. 1>. I., s. Kd-
II m^oud. \t». : A. J. I>odamesid,

( i, j,c.; ii. llolbrook, Mancbes-
i N . i i .

.- H E. Simmon?, Brooklyn: C".
<.. M irion. Ala. : Kobfrt A. Urr,
W. S. llert»ert, lliyer>t<>wii,

< E Davis, iturlinston, Vt.; T.
. Toroiito, Ontario; 11. ii. Wtll.s,

V < »:iio.
iiffrcSff.. >1, \\ , Wallace,

.<, » ; .1. \). JJiake. Kochester, Miun.;
!!. A. .'! S niif rvillc, Mass ; \Vr. L. Pack,

.. I--;.-: Fred. Von Scbltiembacb,
: .1 i<if> ti jrdon, iiicumoncl, Va. ;

a. sin-! i :r. i »a\ ton, < > :j i<>.
!;¦ , "t Krvcuttce Cvmmittee's lie-

Ss urt;i>, Jr., Hus-ton, Mass. j
J;. . II. .la k-onville, Hi.

Julians.. 1'\ I>. Taj lor, Detroit,
3! Kiirltliie Mix, orange, >i. J.J F.
L m»i!!:. Indiaiiapohs, Ind.

1. ». »! < xprf«>ivt! of regret at tbe ab-
- 11. Tbaue Miller, " the Association
vwi- ao«i - d-Jiij^ greetings to the
A tiillijt'st Aoiiiver>ane> now in ses-
. .. l'liifiiii' Iphia. the 1'resbyterian Gene-
i. As-m intilv. the Evan^el'tal Lutheran
'ni ' i; \s^emt»ly, aud the L'oited l'resby-
: :i « if tieral A->emt»ly, were presented by

1 delf^ates, and rtleiTed tu the Com-
: . i*ii I Ifsolutions.

1; huDvan Mt<irei;or, of Manchester,
} utd, w:i« uoauiuj< u-ly elected an hono-
r.i vt t -j»re»ident ot the t.'onvention, uud

i the [ I 'tloi m unnd loud applause.
; t; i> Hrainerd.of New Vork,cbair-

i :;i ;i read tbe iei>urt ol tbe Executive
1 ill- .

OF T1IK EXECrTlVR COMMITTEE, LO-
CATKD IN >h\V VuHK.

'I euniujitife bad sou^bt to throw tbe
'..i'-iiitj "1 local work as far as possi-

'.ri tli- loeui organizations, and to act
oiii) .i- advixTs uud helpers. They had
i-i the .State coinuiit'.ees exhibiting

. i asidjudgOK nt, and proseeut-
i' n wu;k wit n greater success, than in
I tli* _iit years previous.

I i. umuitff ha- leceived reports from
'i' -w nig oreunix.it iou>: The Provinces
of X'w I'.hil- irk. Nova Scotia, Ontario,
auil vu. bee. Tbe Spates ul Alabama, Con-

»ryia, Illinois Indian), Iowa,
'. i Maine, .Mar- laud, Ma>sacbusett3,
'. -til, Minnesota, Neoruska, New York,,\»-a Hampshire, Ohio, l'euu-

Khodf I-IanU, N»utb Carolina, Ver-
r \ w jlnia, Wi^eon^uu

i ifp -rt urges the importance of tin-
u 'W o: corit^pondiug members as abso-
jt. iy f-vutial tu biieees>. 5-ix of the State

. pi«.»v iucia I commiuees ulready employ
uric-, who give their w hole time to the

woik -.I fotif-poiideue-.', vt-itation, boldiug
'' ''iveiitious. A' .., and a nob«le baud of un*

!.'[ *' 'iwiUct a»sisiauts have been at work.
Siu>- u a/v ago, at Albany, the Convention

the norrcspouditig uueenbers to call
'. uud provincial convenuons. During
; jvar M-ventecn were held, as foliowi

.^.ntiiiif proviuces ol Ontario uud (Quebec,A Connecticut, Georgia, Jllinois, In-
'¦ i'--, M 'in. . Mu4 i laud, MasKaebusetis, Min-

-uta, N»;w ii »ii)/>»htre, New ITork, Ohio,
'

unsvivama, Vermont, Virginia. At these,
a>voeiation>> w.ere repiesentfd by 1,244

,:</Ui(4te?. Ju tw<u States. Virginia and
(Mti-ia. it was Uieir lirst con*' utiou.

. j. e. Connecticut. itfaiije.aud New fork.
. t i'Li- year their moth annual me^'iiag.
At all thei-e havuk^d conventions this

(,e/i rf.il CoDventioo mjk represented <xKber
yovc eouimittee, their secretary, or «^sit-

Uii: or b> prominent members of tbe
.(»ii>, who attended, by your reauest,

-. )oui repi< seutatives. 'I'Us following geB'
! 'Jiif» a<*vj)ttUour invitaUoij, and lefttbeir

Ui>. liens engagements to [Hfiotin this ser-
H. Tbam- Miller, Iiu»»scll tjturgis, Jr.,'

1-. K. Poi it r, L. W. Munball, T. K. Cree,
K. Ta»gart, (J. A. Hull, H. K. Heiningtoo,iJ. M. M«jore, and M. Ii. Critchef. The
'" tn liu llywiug irom the visits of men of
. h exp*neu«» are too obvious to require

1 Jiimiei.t, and it is hoped that iu future tbe,
"jovfiiticri* wiil enjoy yet more of tbe pre-
fc^ee ot h^fjj repre/eotatives.

ihe committee had nfeid during tbe yeari
aj V) tbe best uitun* vt i>ro^tU" j

ting their work, and bad found them very

^Thc'committee had recognized the value or
the pre®.* in circulating their tacts and ug-
liros, sn«t felt under osprchl obligations to
ttic Illustrated Christian Weekly and the
New York Mail. They suggest toe employ-
nvrnt of some competent person to devote
his whole liino to the supnjy of fresh and in¬

teresting Association intelligence to leading
newspapers all over the country.
The relations between our own associa¬

tions and those iu foreign lauds have always
been thoroughly fraternal ; but never before
has there been so much of intervisiiationor

a l»eiter intelligence of one another's work.
The seventh conterencc of the associations
of all lands is appointed to meet at Ham¬
burgh, Germany, on the 14th ol August.
This Convention is invited to accredit dele¬
gates representing the associations ol North
America, and your committee have been in¬

vited to prepare papers on tbe followingtopic* : 1. "What has been Accomplished
bv Young Men's Cbrislian Associations'
2. 4* The Christian and Social Importance of
Young Men's Christian Associations." These
mi^rs are now in course ol preparation.
The report acknowledges the courtesy of

secretaries in furnishing reports from Great
Britain, France, Germany, and Switzerland,
giving detailed accounts of four hundred
and twenty associations in Europe, and ask
leave to embody reports which they are ex¬

pecting from Holland and Belgium. In this
connection it is interesting to note the fact
that the committee has received a full report
of a Young Men's Christian Assoeia'ion or-
"irikcU by and among the Chinese ol San
Francisco. Mr. Loh Chee is president, Mr.
Yam Cbing is secretary. They number 230
members. They expend over S3U0, and
were orgauiz-d in 1871. They hold two
meetings each week, witli an average attend¬
ance ol 100.
We have also :i report from 1 okohama of

an American association ot i0 members or¬

ganized the current year.
The conference of association secretaries

just adjjurr.ed in Washington was regarded
a» waking an era in the development ol tbe
ssoik, and suggested two most important
matter*: 1. Tne demand for suitably quail-
lied secretaries who will make it their lite-
wot k. 2. The paramount duty of local asso¬

ciations to put men iu training who will ul¬
timately be able to meet these high require-
m

I'be Bureau of Education at Washington
mentions the libraries of the associations as

mo»t im portaut educational forces, and the
committee urges an increase of tbe number
ol volumes iu the libraries, and more carelul
statistics of tbe readers, and of tbe varieties
or ci as«es of books u-ed by theiu.
The following topics ate presented to the

Convention for discussion as those most
appropriate in tbe pieseut stage ot the

* iI'tIic work of the International Conven¬
tion: 1. In tbe West. 2 lu tbe South. :t.
Among the Germans. 4. In other telds.

II. The wo i k of the Executive Commit¬
tees of S'ale and Provincial Conventions.

III. How can Associations, especially in

tbe large cities, reach all clashes ol young
men? 1 Ut' the commercial and artisan
cla»se«. 2. Iu colleges ai d educational in¬
stitutions. 3. Railroad employe*. 4. Dcsti-
tu'-e young men.

IV. A>sociation Bible elas-es: 1. J? or
evangelistic purposes. 2. For Christian
workers.

_

V. General evangelistic work: l. L<ay-
nreacbing. its importance, and the triining?ou!u men should Imv for it. 2. Prayer-
"meetings.how to increase their uselulness]
and interest.

VI. Association lectures: Their prevail¬
ing abuses and proper objects; tbe availa¬
bility of home talent. '
The report quotes the resolution adopted

.it l»j\ton last vear recommending the se¬

cond Lord's day or November as a day ol
s:k cial praur for G.mI's blessing on the As¬
sociation work, and renews the recommend¬
ation for the same observance this year.
The visitation work of the committee had

been irre-itly enlarged, aud the report speaks
in very high terms 01 the work ot Mr.
W( indensull at. the West, and thai of Kev. fe.
Von Sehiuembacb among tbe Germans ol tbe
C-'iititry. , ,

The most imporlant enlargement of our
work the pa>t year has been in connection
with the visitation bv Messrs. T.K. Creeand
G. A. Hall. This was undertaken by the
committee at the request ol the State com¬
mittees of Virginia, Georgia, and Alabama.

; The toiir'lasled eighty days, closing on the
1st of May. It extended over U,(»50 miles,
through eight States, from Virginia to Texas.

1 Thirty points, including all the leading cities
of that section, were visit* d, A cordial wel¬
come was everywhere extended. A blessed
woik of grace accompanied the labors of
these gentlemen in most of the cities. They
mo here with Messrs. Weidensall and Von
Sell luem bach to tell of the gracious provi¬
dential guidance attending them in the
blessed work to which tbe Lord has called
them. *

, , ,
The enlargement of tbe work bad fo

.rreatlv increased tbe correspondent and
other work of the committee as to render an

addition to their working force absolutely
ueccssarv.

, .

Tbe report earnestly commends tbe Asso¬
ciation Hymn-Book. their life-certificates, and
the following pamphlets, which they pub-

ingestions as to the Organization and
Work ot Young Men's Cbristiau Assocta-
11
The Work of Young Men's Christian As¬

sociations in Smail Towns ;
The Test of Membership in tbe Young

Men's Christian Association ;
The Work of tbe Corresponding Members

of the Executive Committee ; .

The Young Men's Christian Association
It i»$. its Field, Work, aud Agencies :

Ofiiee Qualifications, and Work of the
General Secretary. I.

.

Office ijuahtleations, and W ork Oi the
General Secretary. II.
» Tbe committee give a detailed report ot

their treasurer, showing the receipt and dis¬
bursement ot £9.805.02.
Tbe report closes as follows :

The committee recommend tbe adoption
bv the Convention ot resolutions approvmg
and providing for tbe following matters as

imporiant for tbe prostcutiou of its work the

couilug year: _

Tbe calling of two or more conferences ei

tbe Executive Committee, the corresponding
members, uud other friends of the cause.
Tne setting apart of the second Lord s day

in November as a day ot prayer, as hereto¬
fore, with a recomatendatiou that on that

clay a collection be taken up iu- aid ot tbe
ceneral svork.

.. .

liistinct til'ort to promote tbe general in¬

troduction and use of the Association
" l>SnUc°autbority to the Executive Com¬

mittee to invite prominent Association
workers to represent this Convention in

State, provincial, aud district conventions
and conferences. i
Renewed eflorts to secure tbe general

adoptioo of tbe laVe-membership oertibcate
prepared t>y order <*f the Convention some

lour years since.
,,

The appolutment of delegates to tbe Con¬
ference of tbe Associations of All Lautts, in

Jlamourgb, Germany, next August.
An increase in the annual income of tbe

committee to the sum of twenty
dollars, bavins in view tbe lollowiug
C'
An energetic prosecution of tbe work in

An Immediate' resumption of the work so

Kuecesslully prosecuted in tbe South . and
Southwest tbe past season. Though com¬

menced some years ago, the testimony of
success bas never been so strong a* now.

A liberal contribution to tbe German Na¬
tional Bund for the maintenance ot an agent
'"For tbe payment of tbe expenses ^volun¬
teer visitors in the field* untouched by the

jigejaeies just especially io tbe tecur*

Ine of adeqmtc representation of this Con¬
vention at the annual State and provincial
conferences.
The employment, of a competent. assi9tnnt

secretary, to the end that entire unity and
harmony may be preserved in the conduct of
this growing work, now extended far beyond
the anticipations of those who witnessed the
organizition of the present committee, and
to tbe cud that the information and experi¬
ence which acumu'nte so rapidly may be
made everywhere available through a prompt
correspondence and through the newspa¬
pers, whose columns in every city are open
for the matter which we prepare.

Authority to tbe present committee to
complete its work by the publication of the
proceedings of this Convention and tbe pre¬
paration of the papers for the Hamburgh
conference.
There Organization of the committee upon

the foliowing basis. viz. : Seven resident
members in a prominent city, and eight uon-
resident members representing various sec¬
tions of the country. Five to be a quorum for
the transaction of business.
The following is a summary of tbe reports

of the associations for the current year:
53G have complied with the request of tbe

committee, and furnished reports to this
Convention; being 1-30 more than reported
list veur. This result has been secured by
special effort in the collection of reports
both by tbe central office and by the corre¬

sponding members It has also been ascer-
tuned that some of the associations formerly
on the roll have ceased to »xi$t, and upon
the corrected roll we now have the uames of
700 associations. 33 of these are in colleges,
anil 20 are German associations.

404 rej>ort an aggregate membership of
07,410.
Tue annual current expenses reported by

320 amouut to $350 425.
90 persons are ac ing as general secretaries

and agents of the various associations and
tlie State aud international committees.
252 keep open reading-rooms, and 15G of

these report a daily attendance of 10.480.
100 own libraries, numbering 180,257 vol¬

umes, and of these 157 are valued at §190,-
158.

50 have buildings valued at 82.434,900.
On these there is a debt of $700,750. Last
year there were 50 building- .

42 have building funds amounting to 8390,-
993. The aggregate of building* and build¬
ing funds amounts to §2,825 893, being an

increase of $338,231 over last year. a clear
budding property of 82,125,143.

95 provide situations, and ot these 35 have
found employment forS.72l persons.

200 observed the day of prayer in Novem¬
ber.
83 daily praver-meetings are he'd.
373 hold regular weekly prayer-meetings

to the number of C35.
110 held 181 open air meetings per week.
717 o;ber meetings, in jails, hospitals,

scbool-hou-es, and elsewhere, have been held
by 298 associations.
*1:>0 conduct a weekly Bible chss, and 70

report an average weekly attendance of
2 9">2.
Your committee cannot close this report

without stating in contract the condition of
the associations as they appeared at Albany
nine vuirs ago and a* they are now.

Then, there were less tuan 80 association®,
onlv 05 of which reported; now, 530 ac¬

tually report.
Tuen,52 were represented in the Conven¬

tion ; now, over 200 are represented by their
delegates.
Then, one building which cost 810,000,

' and the beginnings of two or three funds;
now, 50 buildings worth §2,4-°4.fil)0, and 42
funds al'CHly amounting to 835)0,993. In
all, §2,825.893 capital invested in our work.
Then, nine general secretaries; now, 90

are employed.
Then, nearly half the associations without]

the evangelical test ; now, nearly all haruip-
nious and united, exdting the Christian
character of tbe organisation.
Then, uo State conventions; now, seven¬

teen State and provincial conventions, each
with its effective committee and six employ¬
ing secretaries.
Then. 8885 was raised for all the work

prosecuted by ulliihied societies; now, 89,-
805 for the General Executive Committee and
819,330 bv tbe State and provincial commit¬
tees. aggregating §29,141 for the work of the
affiliated societies.
Then, no general system of visitation ;

now, two representatives of the General
Committee (with three other gentlemen en¬

gaged for a portion of the yeai), the six State
anil provincial secretaries, aud a host of ca¬

pable volunteer visitors.
Then, isolation, disorganization; now.

concert ot action, confidence, harmony in
principles, and thorough cooperation in ag¬
gressive effort.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
Cephas Brainkro,
Timothy G. Sbllew, Jr.,
jA>ihs Stokes, Jr.,
Kobkrt R McBurney,
Kl'OAR A. tiUTCHISS,
Benjamin C. Wktmork,
Vekrancs Morsk, M. L).,

Executive Committee.
Mr. Kobert Weidensall,one of the general

ayents of the committee who has been woik-
ing in the West, made a deeply interesting
report of bis wotk:
"This report includes a term of eight

months, from the 1st of October, 1874:. to the
last of May, 1875.
"During this time I have travelled G,Sj0

miles, stopped in 54 cities and towns, visited
34 existing associations, somo of them three
or lour times, most of tbem several times,
and assisted personally in organizing or pre¬
paring the way to organize 10 new associa¬
tions, 11 of which I know to be actively en¬

gaged in the work they undertook to do. I
have attended one State, one county, and
two district conventions, and was present at

tbe anniversaries of three associations. This
varied woikbas embraced correspondence,
personal interviews with tbe oilicers o( the

associations or with miuisters and leading
laymen, familiar talks with the active mem¬
bers ulone or assembled together, taking the
lead in some new feature of Christian work
like streei-preachics:, cottage prayer-mee'.-
iugs, etc., pubiio addresses, and Bible-read¬
ings. All the detail of this service caDnot
of course be adequately reported.

" To build up the Association cause in the
Northwest is a most difficult matter. On
every hand churches are struggling to cancel
their indebtedness; many other organiza¬
tions are pressed upontheattertion ot Chris¬
tian men with indefatigable zeal. In addi¬
tion to this, the multitude of extinct associa¬

tions that were born ia excitement and be¬
gan to die immediately after they were born
has created an impression that our society is
but a short-lived institution and makes no

claim for permanent support. And last but
not least, there is a considerable number of
would-be and, have no doubt, well-mean¬
ing friends ot tbe Association that sail under
its colors when it is popular, but when trial
comes persistently stand in the way ot its
healtbv development.

Notwithstanding all these things there
is uo good reason for discouragement on the
part of the true friends of our cause ; for
no other organization c*u take the place of
the Association, aud the need of its work
throughout the entire Northwest is lamenta¬
bly felt and generally acknowledged. More¬
over, the associations are steadily growing,
aud ate securiug tbe cooperation of tbe best
Christian tucn and ministers. Several things
have conspired to bring about this result.
The development of tbe associations in the
East, tbe continued efforts of the Interna¬
tional Executive Committee in organizing
aud fostering the Association work in the
Western States, tbe failure ot all imitations
of tbe Young Men's Christian Association to

do its work, and tbe immigration from asso¬

ciations in other localities of experienced
men who readily identify themselves with
tbe Association because they know what It
is and whal it can do.

Tbe work of the past eight months was

chiefly coDfioed to Mwne«oia and Illinois:
but Iowa and Wiacowiu weie also visited." J

He then gave deeply interestinsr details of
the places he had visited, the difficulties he
had encountered, and the work he had per¬
formed.

Iiev. Frederick Von Schluerribach was then
called out, aud made a moat effective address,
in which he gave a sketch of the peculiar
difficulties which environ the work among
the Germans, and a history of bis work
anions his people. Hemadea number of tell¬
ing hits, which brought down the house,
and when be concluded with the asaurauce
that the work of the Lord was progressing
araony his people the Convention rose to ibs
feet and sung with a will. <k Praise God from
whom all blessings ft »w"; after which Rev.
Mr. Tageart led. in thanksgiving for the
blessing of the Lord among the Germans.
The "following extract gives the spirit of

Mr. Von Schluembach's report :
" The tirst national convention of Ger¬

man Young Men's Christian associations as¬
sembled at Baltimore, Md., October 22d to
2Gtb, 1874. Thirteen associations were repre¬
sented, and after mature deliberation a Na¬
tional Bund of German Young Men's Chris¬
tian Associations was established. In effect¬
ing this organizition we were greatly aided
by Messrs. Cephas BrainerdaDd R. C. Morse,
of New York. The Convention honored me
with the position of general secretary, and,
through aid afforded by the International
Executive Committee, I have been enabled to
devote several months to the work of cor¬

respondence aud visitation among these asso¬
ciations.
"Our plan of operation necessarily dif¬

fers in some points from yours, because Ger¬
mans here still retain many of their peculiar
national characteristics ; and especially is the
alliance less close amonsr their various denom¬
inations than among the American churches.
Therefore we hrst try to influence the
German clergymen of a city, each oue to or¬

ganize a ^ outis Men s Christian Association
in his own church. Subsequently we request
these local societies to band together into a

central Young Men's Christian Association
in ea?h city, which fosters the general cause,
independent of sectarian work, and tries to

reach the outlying masses of German youth."
lie then srives a deeply interesting detailed

statement ol his labors, aud concluded as

follows:
, ,

"Every where I was welcomed aud cheer¬
ed. and I came to the conclusion that God in
H'S infinite love lias at last opened a way by
which we cau properly unite the German
Christiaus to work for the good of young
men.

, , ... ,»' I cannot elo?e this report without tlian«i-
inc the International Executive Committee
most heartily, in the name of thousands of
German?, for enabling me to make this tour,

(iEORCE A. UALL,
of "Wa-hinL'ton. tht-n irave a deeply interest¬
ing account of the tour of Thomas K. Cree
and himself through the South. He drew a

vivid contrast between the cold reception
witti which such labors were received in the

i South five years ago and the warm greetings
and cordial cooperation with which they bad
met iu their recent tour. He spoke most

feelingly of bow the mea of the North and
South"bud come to love each other more as

thev knew each other better, and as they de¬
termined to know in this work no North, no
South, no East, no West, but only to love
and (serve Jesus. He -spoke of the warm

hospitality which they had received every¬
where in the South, and ot the kindly spuit

I and able assistance ol the southern press
which tney bad everywhere met.
The report of Messrs. Cree and Hall sives

deeply interesting details ot their v'*'ls in

Virginia, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina,
Alabama, Louisiana, Texas, Tennessee, and
North Carolina. They thus sum up their

" We had spent eighty-two days, travelled
almost 7.000 miles through eleven States,
held special meetings of one to lour days in

thirty-one cities. We ftftind associations in
sixteen cities, and orgauizilious have since

been or, we think, will soon be, efleeted in

at least nine others. In some of the points
vi-ited organizations existed simply iu mine,
but as a result of the visitation they have be¬
come active. Iu no case did we endeavor to

organize during our stay, although in some

instances committees were appointed with a

view of effecting an organization.
t. |U Augusta, S ivannnh, and other points,

«Teat revivals have followed the meetings,
and the associations at these paints have de¬
veloped creat spiritual activity, large num¬

bers having been added to all the churches.
Everywhere we were most cordially received,
and bv no class more kindly than by the
ministry. In every city we visited the
churches were open to us, and almost the
entire evangelicil a:inistry attended and took
part in our meeting?, aiding us by word and
deed. To this cause, second only to the
manifest presence ot the Holy Spirit, is largely
to be attributed the success that attended our

We found the secular and religious press
everywhere ready to help, and we availed
ourselves of their columns, furnishing many
articles which gave the details of Association
work, enlarging upon its various ageucies,
and conveying information as to the mode ot
effecting an organizition.
»'Our mission was to stimulate and en¬

courage personal effort for Christ by the lay¬
men in the churches, and we usually pre¬
sented this theme, thiuking that lay activity
would demonstrate the desirabieuess of the
Christian Association as a successful organ¬
ized agency for such activity. Lpon all
nroper occasions, directly aud indirectly, the
work of the association was fully explained
and enlarged upon. In all our meetings we

endeavored to give prominence to the woru,
the presence ot the Holy Spirit, and the power
of prayer, and the simple presentation of the
personal need of * personal Saviour.

" We cannot close our report without ex¬

pressing the conviction that God has won¬

derfully blessed the seed sown, and has given
marked evidence of his guidance and direc¬
tion in our work. He opened the hearts of
ministers and laymeu of ail denominations to

heartily ctttperate with us. The undertak¬
ing was couccived in prayer, the means for

carrying it out were given iu answer to

praver, and every step in its progress was

marked by united and importunate prajer.
Viewing the result that has followed the ef¬
fort we cm only say, ' Not unto us 0 Lord,
not unto us. but unto Thy name give

In making his address Mr. Hall was tre

fluently interrupted with loud applause, and
wben he took his seat the Convention (at thesuction of the President) united with
Rev E. Mix, of New Jersey, m a prayer of

thanksgiving for what they had J ust heard.
R C. Morse, general secretary of the Con

vention, tiled his annual report.
REPORT OF MR. RICHARW C. MORSE, GENERAL

SECRETARY.
The secretary had occupied much less time

in person?! visitation than during previous
vears but bad conducted a more extensive
intercourse than ever by means of corre-

SPTheeExccutive Committee had been rep¬
resented at all of the State and provincial
con ventions bv either one of us members or

by some gentleman prominent m Association

WThe report gives a tabular statement of
ei"hteen general conventions, the place of
meeting anU date of each, the number of as¬

sociations (2S2) represented, the number of
delegite* (1244 J, aud of corresponding mem¬

bers (3S9) who were present at these meet-
in"S, aud the names of the tollowing Se°l'e*
men who represented the committee at these
mpctintrs : L. W. Munhall, M. O., b. A.

Ta^art, H. Thane Miller, R. C. Morse, \ er-

nmus Morse, M. D., R. B. McBurney, Rus¬
set Sturg is, Jr., II. K. ! orter' R\?'' S®®
iugton, Robert Weidensall, T. K. Cree,
George A. Hall, and Cephas Brainerd.
The retort states that the following re¬

sults have been secured by these conven-

'I'jjig Convention and its work were
represented In every one of these local
meetings, and thus brought to the attention
cf delegates from associations a larger nura-

MrST wKmbled wlih us In these in-

fernatiood gathering?. 2. The bond of
sympathy and fellowship uniting all the or¬

ganizations in one brotherhood was strength¬
ened. 3. In the ease of the New England
conventions a special previous effort was
made by communication with our cor¬

responding members in that section to
brin:; the strong Association States.Massa¬
chusetts and New Hampshire.into ccooera-
tion with neighboring States where the cause
was feeble. Messrs. R. K. Remington and
H. M. Moore, of Massachusetts, and M. B,
Critchettand Allan Folger, of New Hamp¬
shire, generously responded, and were pre¬
sent at the Vermont convention last Octo¬
ber. The State Committee then appointed
were informed and stimulated by these breth¬
ren, and a wonderful blessing has attended
their visitation in Vermont. The chairman
of the State Committee writes thus, two
months ago: u October, 1874, not a warm

spot in Vermont. March, 1875, one thousand
conversions." And since that time hun¬
dreds have been added to the number.
The general result of all the seventeen

State and provincial conventions the past
season Is full of encouragement. Five of
the committees of these conventions (Penn¬
sylvania, Ontario, Massachusetts, New Hamp¬
shire, and Ohio,) employ secretaries, and each
is organizing and carrjing on a work having
excellencies peculiar to itself. Fraternal in¬
tercourse and better, knowledge of one an¬
other's work could not fail to be of great
benefit in these leading States.

In New York, New Je:sey, Indiana, and
Illinois the call for a State secretary is im¬
perative, and those most conversant with the
work there are persuaded that such an officer
is indispensable to furiher development of
the associations in numbers and activity.

After representing the comraiitee at the
Convention of the Maritime Provinces Mr.
H. Thane 31iller visited the tire leading
cities of that section, and in each instance

I his words and works were blessed in giviDg
an impulse to the cause.

Rev. S. A. Tag»art, the Pennsylvania
j secretary, performed a similar service for

the committee iu Ontario, visiting Port
Hope, Colbourg, Pelerboro', Lindsay, and
Whitby.I The correspondence of the oiliee has also
embraced the following important nutters:

l (1). Arrangements for the tour of Messrs.
T. K. Cree and G. A. Hall. The money
necessary for the prosecution of this tour
was received cbi(fly by written appeal to the

J friends of the cause, its blessed results have
made necessary an extensive and important
correspondence with brethren seeking in¬
formation about the associations and their
work.

(2). Similar effort has accompanied and fol-
I lowed the tour among our German brethren

by Rev. F. Von Sehlucmbach, but the
greater portion of this corres[>ondence has

I been transacted by him in the German lan¬
guage.

(3). The conference of the commitfc! and
its corresponding members at Harrisburg,
January 2(J and 27, was prepired for, and its
results followed up by, a large correspond¬
ence. A similar work in connection with
the similar conference at Fort Wayne, April
(i and 7. was very kindly volunteered and
admirably performed by Dr. L. W. Muuball,
the corresponding member for Indiana.

(4). Immediaiely after the Dayton conven¬
tion all the associations not represented were

promptly informeel by letter of the action
there taken, and were invited to ccoperate iu

J the general work.
J (.0). Finally, the correspondence relating to

the calling of this convention, and the secur¬

ing of re|)orts, has been more extended than
in any previous year. JLJy request and circu¬
lars, often repeated, reports have been se¬

cured from 520 associations on this continent.
Reports have also been sotisht and secured
as follows: From Great Britain. 203; from
Germany, 104; from Switzerland, 39; from
France, 13; from Japan, l.total, 419.
These reports bave.all been carefully tabu¬

lated, with the names of the officers of each
association, and will appear in the appendix
to the proceedings of this Convention.
Rut while the work of correspondence has

thus been greatly enlarged, personal viaita-
I lion bus not been neglected. Twenty-nine
visits. less thau half the number of the year
previous. have been made by the secretary
to twenty-seven different place*, the most
distant being Norwich, Vt. ; Louisville, Ky.;
and Richmond, Va. As many as three hun-
dred persons, whose names and addresses
are carefully preserved, have been conversed
with personally about the Association, its
general interests, and local claims and devel¬
opment.
The report gives a list of the places and

dates of the personal visits of I he secretary,
and concludes as follows :

In four instances, inclining Louisville, the
visits were made in conuectiou with a pro¬
posal to organize an association ; and iu every
wise but the last (only two weeks a^'o) an or¬

ganization has resulted.
Anniversaries of associations were atteud-

I ed in six places.
The first of a series of district conventions

in Maryland, at Frederick; a conference of
the associations and Sunday schools iu Rur-^
lington, N. J.; meetings of the State Commit¬
tees of New York and New Jersey, and of
the Executive Committee of the General Sec¬
retaries, have also been attended in answer to
urgent invitation.
Five visits were undertaken to attend, on

behalf of the committee, the State conven¬

tions of Pennsylvania, Indiana, C'onnecti-
I cut, Vermont, aud Virginia.

Publication..All along, the line of this
visitation and correspondence tbe pamphlets
published by the convention have been
liberally scattered, and abundant evidence
hasbeeu received of the good service to the
cause thus rendered.
Anew and enlarged edition of the pam¬

phlet "The Young Meu's Christian Asso¬
ciation As It Is" has been prepared and pub¬
lished.
The report of the secretaries' conference

was, at their request, prepared aud issued
from our office.

Within a month from the adjournment of
the Dayton convention tbe proceedings
were promptly published; and, owing to

this circumstance, the demand for them was

greater than iu any previous year. Prepira*
tions have been made lor an equally prompt
publication of the report of this conven¬
tion.
As many as ten thousand circulars, five

thousand pamphlets, and a score of wiitten
letters (dail\) have been issued from the office
of the secretary, in addition to the visitation
above reported, aud yet the demand every
month is for enKirgemeut iu every depart¬
ment.
After singing, and prayer by S. B. Brewer,

of Montgomery, Ala., the President an¬

nounced thai the next topic lor discussion
was
44 THE WORK OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES OF

STATE AND PBOV1KCIAL CONVENTIOK8."
Rev. l)r. Remington, of Massachusetts,

opened tbe discussion by an excellent ad¬
dress, in which he detailed tbe woik in New
England, its difficulties and successes.

Mr. M. B. Vrilchett, of New Hampshire,
next made an address of interest, in which be
set forth the work in the "old Granite
State."

U. H. Wells, general secretary, of Ohio,
tbeu read an able, carefully prepared, and
very valuable paper, in which be gave most

interesting practical details of the work in
which he had been engaged.

I. C. Seeley.Stnie secretary for Minnesota,
gave a sketch of ibe difficulties in bis State
and bow they had been met, and concluded
by earaestly insisting that if they bad been
able to succeed in bis State the work could
be easily organized and pushed in all of the
States.
Mr. W. P. Crombie , secretary of the pro¬

vinces uf Quebec and Ontario, made a deeply
Interesting statement to tbe effect that the
Lord was blessing them in the provinces.
After prayer bv Rev. A. G. Byers,
Rev. iZr. R. T. Swann, of Boston, made a

stirring speech on the relation of laymen to
the work of the Church. He rejoiced in'tbe
efforts and tlie successes of tbe laymen. He

*

- . ...

insisted that tbe great reed of tbe Cburcb is
more men who can make eloquent speeches
on tbe platform concludine with that mo9t
eloquent of perorations, " Here is my check
for $100," or more, as tbe case may be. There
is a need of men whose hearts bubble up
with eloquence, and whose pocket9 bubble
with checks. A "faith without works is
dead," and that which has no cash in it is tbe
very deadest thing in the world. He bad
no sort or sympathy with that spirit of jeal¬
ousy of tbe laymen which some preachers
b3d ; but be would &ay to the by men, " If
you can get ahead of me just go on, and if I
can-'t caich up by my slow plodding then I'll
take the express." lie paid an eloquent
tribute to the hymeu. He had come to lay
tbe hand of a Boston pastor on this work,
and to say. " Go it! and God go with yon."

j lev. Mr. Tngqarl, State secretary for Penn¬
sylvania, continued the discussion of " State .

work," and made a sensible, practical, earn¬
est address, which contained many valuable
suggestions.
These addresses were all full of points of

ioterest to Association workers, and it is re¬
gretted that there is uot space for a full re¬
port of them all. They were interspersed
with some very sweet and appropriate songs.
A Richmond mother sent up a request for

special prayer for a wayward son, and the
Convention united with Mr. McCormick in
prayer for this object.
The lollowing telegram was read :

" Marion, Ala., May 28, 1875.
"To the President of the International Con¬

vention :
" Tbe Young Men's Christian Association

of Marion, Ala., earnestly pray that God will
bless you in convention. Matthew, v., 6.

"James Sherrakd, President."
A communication was read from Mayor

A. M. Keiley, president of the City School
Bo.rd, inviting tbe members of the Conven¬
tion to visit the public schools of Richmoud
at such times as they might find it con¬
venient.
A communication was received from the

authorities of tbe Richmond and Danville
railroad inviting the Convention to take an
excursion by their road to the eranite quar¬
ries. These invitations were relerred to the
Committee on Business.
Tbe Committee on Resolutions reported

one to tbe (ff-ct that a committee be ap¬
pointed to secure an extra traiu to Wash¬
ington on Monday morning.
Toe Committee on Devotional Exercises

reported a series of out-door and other ex¬
ercises for yesterday evening, and the fol¬
lowing for this morning: At G£ o'clock, in
Second Biptist church, Bible-readings for
Christian workers, by Rev. "George Need-
ham, 44 the Irish evangelist."
Devotional exercises at same place from 9

to 10 A. M. ; to all of which the public are

cordially invited.
Tbe tollowing telegram was read :

" Madison, Ini>., Way 26, 1S75.
" Y. M. C. A. Convention :

4* Greeting from Madison Y. M. C. A..
Over 200 conversions. The work continues.

" Loucks «& Black."
Tbe Business Committee submitted the

following me?sage, which was ordered to be
telegraphed to the Baptist Conventiou in ses¬
sional l'hiladelpbia; theGeueral Assemblies
of tbe Presbyterian Church North, at Cleve¬
land, and of the Presbyterian Church South,
at St. Louis; the General Assembly of the
Evange'ucal Lutheran Uhurob, -t Baltimore,
mid the Geneial Synod of the Reformed
Church at Fort Wayne, lud.:

" Richmond, May 2i, 18. o.
"The International Convention of Young

Men's Christian Associations, now in ses¬

sion, send fraternal greetings. Read First
Tuessalonians, 3d chapter, 12ih and loth
verses."

Afternoon Sossioii.

The wisdom of having an a'ternoon ses-
ciou at all was very seriously brougnt into

question bv the small attendance and .the
tardiness with which most of those present
appeared. .

A short while after the appointed bour(l
o'clock) tbe Conventiou was opened with
devotional exercises, led by Rev.D. P. Wills,
of Richmond.
The topic announced as tirst on tne pro¬

gramme was
u ASSOCIATION' BIBLE C'LAHSFS FOR CHRISTIAN

WORKERS."
The discussion was opened by Rev. George

Hj"ue, of Toronto, who read an exceedingly
able paper. He urged :'.s fundamental prin¬
ciples that the members of Mich a class
>liuuld come wi'h a lull recognition of the
fact that this is God's word, witn the teach¬
ableness of little children, and with a tull
recognition of the fact that Christ is the
"rand central truth of both the Orri and New
Testament. lie gave the tallowing practi¬
cal hints:

1. All should be leaders aud all should
make a thorough preparation.

2. There should be, if possible, at least
one' who understood tbe original Scriptures.

.j. Scripture should be complied with aud
made to interpret Scripture.

4. Such classes should only discuss prac¬
tical questions.

5. Above all, there should be constant
prayer for the enlightening influence of the
Holy Spirit.
The President earnestly urged the import¬

ance of a sense of dependence on the Holy
Spirit. The discussion was further partici¬
pated in by S. B. Brewer, oi Alabama ; A.
S. Carpenter, of Chicago ; D. L. Small, o I
Yoik, Pa.; George C. Needham, ot 1 hila-
delpnia; A. G. Byers, of Columbus, Onio ;
and E. P. Woods, of Lowe 1, Mass., ana
many valuable hints were brought out.

BIBLE CLASSES FOR EVANUKI.lSTIO PURPOSES

was the next topic announced, and
cu-sion was introduced by James McCor¬
mick, of Harrisbur?, Pa. He begun bis
remarks by the frank declaration tbat be bad
something to say which he wanted all to

bear, and made one of the speeches ot the
Convention. pointed, practical, sensible,
earnest, and touching He urged the im¬

portance ot imparting Bible truth and knowl¬
edge to the very lowe-t clasies of society,
and by wav of illustration gave a very vivid
and deeply interesting sketch of a mission
Bible- -'lass of which he knew.
Mr. McCormick did not intimate anything

of tbe sort, but it was privately learned that
the Bible-class alluded to was his ovsn. He
has immense iron interests, and is accus¬

tomed to gather his employ^ and. others
whom he can reach into his palatial resi¬

dence that he may teach them God s Word,
lead tbem to Jesus, and put them to work
for Him among their fellows.
The discussion was further participated

In bv Rev. F. Von Scbluembacb, of Bui i-
more . Rev. P. C. Prugb, of Cincinnati ; V.
L. ^abrook ; and Rev" Dr. Nast, of Cincn-)
nati ; and was oue of more than ordinary m-

Altcr a number of announcements the
Convention adjourned to 8 o'clock.

Sight meMwion.

The church wes crowded again to-nigbt,
and after some very sweet singing the devo¬
tional exercises were opened by Rev. A. C.

Bledsce, of Richmond.
Tbe topic for the evening was

GENERAL EVANGELISTIC WORK.

1. Lay preaching-its importance and the
training young men should 1nave toi"it.

prayer-meetings.bow to increase in -

Tthe topic was opened
in in "scellcDtspetch by Kcv. E. Mix, oflUVcXr. NP J. He spoke .ntag;porunce of preaching, Bade a distinction
between lay and clerical preaching, and in-S that just as after tbe martyrdom of
Stephen the disciples went everywhere and
talked for Jesus, so now our laymen must go
out into tbe highways and hedges and tell
tbe destitute ot tbe great salvation. H»
thought tbat tbe ordained ministry snould
do more in tbe way o'
to talk for Jesus. He thanked God for
Moody and Sankey and tbe srand tojwnawhich their labors had taught. He cloaca

by reading tbe following extract from a let-
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ter of Bev. Dr. Stuart Robinson, of Ken¬
tucky :
" For my own part, I concur fully with

those who maintain most earnestly the doc¬
trine of the Church visible and organized as
.in essential element of the Gospel ; that
when souls are born again, they are born
into the family of God with relation to the
other cbi.dren of the family which have out¬
ward expression in the organized Church
visible, with its ministry called by the Holy
Ghost and solemnly set apart by ordination
to their office io the Church and with ordi¬
nances appointed by Christ* But, on the
other hand, I concur with those who main¬
tain just as firmly not only the right
but the duty of every private member of
the Church unofficially to press Christ and
His salvation upou sinners whenever aad
wherever such sinner can be got to listen
to the invitation. And if a private Christian
may thus tell one, he may tell five or ten in
the Sunday-school and Bible-class, He may,
by parity of reasoning, tell ten thousand if
be can get the ear of so many. Not only is
the Bride the Lamb's wife through her offi-
ctal ministers aud stated ordinances to say
'Come/ but 'let him that heareth say
come.' There la the commission of every
private Christian to preacb. 'Restore unto
me the jovs of Tbv salvation, then will I
tcach transgressors Thy way.'
"1 tase u new-louud inteieat in thc\oung

Men's Christian Association, as at present
organized, chiefly because I understand its
work to be ever with an eye single to saving
sinners. Your lay preaching and lay evan¬
gelism is, if I uuderstand, of the same

type with that of Moody aud Sankey. Its
mission is not to churchesjw such.there¬
fore it seeks public halls rather than church¬
es.but the vast ma«ees of people outside
the organized churches it seeks with the
united aid of all evangelical churches to go
outside to these masses under the broad com¬
mission to private Christians, 'him that
henrelh nay Come.' "

Kev. H. C. Moore, of Massachusetts, m3de
a most effective talk on prayer-meetings,
which he regarded as the thermometers of
the Church. He insisted that their grand
object was to brinsr together and hold as
mauy as possible, and theu bring them to
Christ. He gave some deeply interesting
hints for conducting prayer- meetings, and
made a speech of great power and eflect.

J. B. Morrow, of Halifax, N. S., and Kev.
Robert Weidensall, general agent for the
Went, closed the discussion with earnest five-
minute talks.
The President then introduced In a few

well-chosen words
rev. n. m'gregor,

of Manchester, England, representative of
the associations of Great Britain.

Mr. McGregor made an exceedingly able,
wittv, and effective speech, of which it Is re¬

gretted the want of spice
' precludes any

report. He gave a very interesting account
of tlic; labors of Moody and Sankey In Eng¬
land, and spoke in eloquent strain of the
power of the go>pcl in binding together the
most diversified interests and the mo!*t dis¬
tant sections. Mr. McGregor was frequently
interrupted by loud applause, and was com¬

pelled to "go on" by the calls of the Con¬
vention. When he took his seat, and the
Convention ro<e and sang 44 Blest be the
Tie,'' while the President clasped his hand
(Alabama and England in loving embrace),
the scene was grandly inspiring, and the

I v.ist congregation seemed deeply impressed.
indeed, the meeting last night was con¬

sidered one of very great power.
The following telegram was then read :

" Philadelphia, Pa., May 2G. 1875.
"President International Convention Young

jl/fi'.s Christian A&ociations :

.'Health with other circumstances deprive
rae of the anticipated privilege ol meeting with
you. May the presetcs of the Master bind
the hearts of all sections in an everlasting
covenant of peace and renewed consecration
for service. Wanamaker cables ten Moody
meetings last Sabbath. Town greatly moved.
Interest increasing. Remember Moody and
Sankey in your prayers.

" George II. Stuaht."
In accordance with the request Rev. Dr.

T. L). VViiherspoou, ol Petersburg. led the
Convention in special prayer for Moody and
^q C

After the meeting adjourned the congre¬
gation remained for somo ttrao engaged in

singing.
Programme for To-Day.

The morning session, at 10 A. M., will be
for delegates only, and as business of great .

importance is to come up, every delegate
will be expected to be present.
At 4 P. M. the third topic will be con¬

sidered. and the third section (railroad em-

ploy (5-) will be introduced by W . R. Daven¬
port, of Pennsylvania, and A. W. Stager, of
^ At'o P. M. the work in colleges, «fce., will
be opened by S. A. Steele, of Virginia.
At 8 P. M., commercial and artisan classes,

to be introduced by J. B. Morrill, of Hali¬
fax, and M. K. Jesup, of New York.
At 9:30, " Destitute \ ouog Men will be

spoken upon by H. P. Adams, of Maryland.
At 0. Rev. Mr. Byers, of Ohio, will speak

upon " Commercial Classes."
Adjourn at 0:30 P. M.
Pastors who desire their pulpits filled on

Sunday by members of the Convention are

requested to send in their requests to the
committee, in the basement ol the Second
baptist church, by 10 o'elock to day.
Open-Air Sleeting* Y. M. C. A. To-Duy

at 6 1.4 P. M.
Corner Seventh and Broad Streets..F .

L. Smith, W. C. Sibley, J. D. Blake,
Byrd Island, corner Eioutii and Bvrd

Streets.. U. B. Critehett, U. R. Siockwell,
S. A. Kean.
Corner Seventeenth and Cart Streets.

K. A. Burnell, George R. Stuart, James P.
Orr.
Corner op Ninth and GraCe, West ^ide cp

Capitol Square..George W. CobD, b. A.

Taggart, M. H. Lane.
Eighth Street Between Main and Cary.--

I). A. Sinclair, -. McCormick, James
McConaughy.
Libby Hill..E. P. Woods, D. J. Pike,

F. T. Lockhart.
Devotional meeting at Second Church

from 9 to 10 A. M., especially devoted to

prayer for th<? young men of Richmond.
Bible reading at Grace-Street£^ytemnchurcn at P. M. by George C. Iteedham.

Subject: '? The Blood."

Delegate* International Convention
Y. X. C. A.

Alabama.-Marlon : C. W. Lovelace, A.
M. Fowlkes. Montgomery: S. B. Brewer.
Selma: S. T. Hobbs, II. H. Stewart, Joseph
Hardie. Talledega : R. H. Isbell.

Connecticut..Colchester : Samuel 1>. Til-
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son Waterbury : John Blair. W est Me-^:l E. Souk W. E. B<Dbam, \V. it.

Colorado..Bouider : J. C. Pratt.
District of Columbia..UoviMfl Univer¬

sity T Robert T.Wheeler. Wasbln^tou : F.
H. Smitb, Elphoozo Youngs,
J R. Imbrie, Alexander Bielaskl, Vr iliiam
U. Morris, J. B. Archer, A. 8. Pratt.

Georgia..Augusta : Vy llliam A. BranchyFrederick T. Lockhart, W, C. Sibley, John
W.Wallace. Savannah: J. B. West, «- a.

Howell. Waynesboro' : Robert A. Law-
5 °ii/ii!Ot's..Aurora : K, A, J*
Pike. Chicago : W.J. Weeber,J-M.H "

cock, W. W. Vaoarsdale, K- 7*-
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